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(Course Description) 

This is an introductory course in business administration that will focus on and analyze globally oriented 
companies in Japan. The course objective is to offer general knowledge of global management and operations 
with an emphasis on western perspectives among Japanese firms. Issues involving effective leadership in the 
global environment will also be discussed.  
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The class will be conducted in English, and students are required to both submit assignments and make 

presentations in English. Active participation is expected since the class will be conducted interactively. 

 

The main topics to be covered in this class are as follows: 

 

授業計画 第1回 Introduction 

     第2回 The "Smell and Taste" of Japanese companies 

     第3回 The culture of emotion 

     第4回 Ther role of groupthink 

     第5回 Using the art of the belly 

     第6回 Management by intuition 

     第7回 Identifying your company 

     第8回 Mid-term presentation(Part 1) 

                  第9回 Mid-term presentation(Part 2) 

     第10回 Focusing in on the right connection /Avoiding the second-class pitfall 

     第11回 Fighting spirit/Going In with a Japanese connection 

     第12回 Getting help from experts/The structure of a Japanese company 

     第13回 Final presentation(1) 

                  第14回 Final presentation(2) 

              

Note: The content of this course outline is subject to change, and it is revised on an ongoing basis to 

ensure relevance and accuracy of information. Also, this course has a Google site. Students will be given 

materials and assignments for each class, so please access Google Meet from the first class. Group 

interviews and discussions will be held frequently using Google Meet and/or in class. 

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Grades will be based on class participation (20%), mid-term presentation (40%), and final presentation (40%).  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Handouts will be provided on a continuous basis. 

 

References: Boye Lafayette De Mente, BUSINESS GUIDE TO JAPAN, Tuttle Publishing, 1989 

Yamakuse Yoji, Mike Mania, MIchael Brase, ALL TOO PERFECT JAPANESE, IBC Publishing, 2011 

Charles W. L. Hill, INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS (International Edition, 5TH ed.), McGraw Hill, 2004 

Warren J. Keegan and Mark C. Green, GLOBAL MARKETING (4TH ed.), Pearson International Edition, 2005 

Jeffrey K. Liker and David Meier, THE TOYATA WAY, McGraw Hill, 2006   

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title） Japan Studies 101 (Business) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Introduction to Global Business in Japan 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Hirokazu Shima 
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(Course Description) 

 
* This class explores different issues from Service Learning across Cultures: Volunteering in Japan (Theme I) 
in the fall semester. 
 
Service Learning is a strategy that offers students opportunities to learn both in the classroom and in the real 
world. This pedagogical tool provides students with a chance to directly interact with local agencies and make 
a difference in the community. In this class, foreign students will learn about critical issues in Service Learning 
in Japan. They will work together with Japanese students and local communities to identify contributions they 
can make, and problems that children in Japan face. They will then make plans for intervention, implement 
those plans, and reflect on them in order to make them sustainable. In doing so, students will learn in 
meaningful ways about the Japanese language, different socio-cultural factors related to volunteer activities, 
and how to contribute to other communities as global citizens. 
In this class some of the key issues in Service Learning in Japan will be introduced. While discussing these, 
the following questions will be asked of the students. How are elementary school education and orphanages 
in Japan different from those in your culture? What are the urgent issues that less privileged children in Japan 
and in your culture face? How can you make a difference as a volunteer in a culturally and linguistically different 
community? Discussing these issues will help students prepare for the next step. As a class project, students 
will make a plan and interact with members of the local community in groups. For example, one group may 
participate in fund-raising for orphans, while another visits and teaches English language and Western culture 
at an elementary school. Students will then reflect on the connections between the academic content in class 
and the service provided in the real world. Students are to spend 180 minutes for preparation and review for 
each class. 
Note: This class requires three volunteer activities and one field trip outside the classroom.  
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Tentative Topics: 

1. Introduction and guidance 

2. Elementary school education in Japan (with some emphasis on English education) 

3. Orphanages in Japan 

4. Issues in volunteering in a different culture: 

5. Volunteer tourism 

6. Privacy versus rights of parents and children 

7. Making Poster Presentation posters 

8. Poster Presentations 

9. Planning a volunteer project 

10. Volunteering in the community 

11. Reflecting on the connection between the class and service 

12. Presentations in the classroom: Initial Session 

13. Presentations in the classroom: Final Session 

14 Conclusion and self-evaluation 

 

    The international students will meet online on Zoom using the link below. Japanese students will meet 

online the first, second, and fourteenth classes, but other times you will meet in the classroom. This class will 

meet on the site below, not on Google Classroom. 

    Install or update to the latest version of Zoom. This is very important. If you are using Zoom for the first 

time, it is a good idea to test Zoom at the link below. Use a computer, not a smartphone or tablet. Use also 

a headphone with a microphone. In class you will be asked to turn on the video. Answer the pre-class 

questionnaire below two days before the class. Check your NUFS Gmail (~@st.nufs.ac.jp) every day. You 

may receive important emails. 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 111 (Sociology) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Service Learning across Cultures: Volunteering in Japan (Theme II)  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Kunihiko Harada 



 

 

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

 

- Class participation 40% 

- Quiz 20% 

- Field trip 10% (if not canceled due to COVID-19) 

- Service and report 30%   

 

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Teaching material 

http://2022.mediaenglish.org/ 

Bring all handouts to class every time including PC login info. 

 

Instructor 

Kunihiko Harada  
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(Course Description) 

This course will examine the structure, practice and philosophy of the Japanese education system from pre-
school to university, and look at the many issues that arise from these elements. The Japanese students who 
join this class will be used as sources, and participating students will be encouraged to introduce their own 
national systems and compare these. All discussions will be in English. We will begin with a historical overview, 
then examine the various levels in detail (pre-school to university) before introducing the issues and problems 
that arise from the system as it is exercised. NUFS students will be asked to explain about Japan's schools in 
small groups from Week 4 until Week 11. 

  The last two classes will offer insights into ways of working in Japan for foreign nationals, principally in 
education but also outside. 

Please check for class materials on Google Classroom (Japan113) each week. Online classes will be held 
through Google Meet: please check your email before each class.   

  An average of 90 minutes' study outside of the class is expected. Handouts will be given to prepare for or 
review the contents of the classes, and two reports (international students only) must be completed.   
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This class is ONLINE only through Google Meet. If Government restrictions are relaxed and international 

students are able to enter Japan, we will switch to face to face if possible. All work and contacts will be 

through the Classroom page Japan113 class. 

Content: 

Weeks 1 to 3: History of Education in Japan pre-Meiji to the present day. 

Weeks 4 to 8: The education system from Kindergarten to University. 

Weeks 9 to 12: Teacher and Student issues - Bullying, Examinations etc. 

Weeks 13 and 14: Working in Japan. 

Week 15:  Course summation.   

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

All students will be expected to contribute actively to weekly classroom small-group discussions by explaining 

their own country's education system for comparative purposes. In addition, two reports of 1200 words or 

more must be written on a choice of topics related to material introduced in the class. Evaluation will be based 

on these two reports (40% each)  and on participation in the group discussions (20%).  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

There is no prescribed text book for this class. Handouts will be given.  

 
  

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 113 (Sociology) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Japanese Education System and Society.  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Philip A Rush 
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(Course Description) 

Course Outline 

This course looks at the major religious ideologies and philosophical traditions of Japan. “Religion” here will be treated as a 
body of ideas and beliefs. There will be little emphasis on the actual everyday practice of religion. 

The course will be into two halves. The first half will look at the area of religious philosophy and the second will look at 
political philosophy. In both areas, an overview will be given of the general beliefs informing the major religio-philosophical 
traditions in Japan, namely Shinto, Buddhism, and Neo-Confucianism. A presentation will then be given of the major works 
of individual philosophers. 

 

Learning Goals 

The aim of the course is to give students a summary of the main ideas and historical dialogs that have informed Japanese 
philosophy and religion. Since Japanese philosophy is itself embedded in world philosophy and religion, students will also 
gain exposure to the wider currents of global intellectual history. 

 

Required Preparation for Class 

Students will be given a reading to do before each class. 
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1 Introduction: What is not philosophy or religion?  

 

SHINTO 神道 

2 Overview of Shinto-ism (Reading from 『古事記』Kojiki) 

3 Motoori Norinaga (Reading from 『古事記伝』 "kojiki-den" 

 

BUDDHISM 仏教 

4 Overview of Mahayana Buddhism (Reading from D.T. Suzuki 鈴木大拙 "The Essence of Buddhism" 『仏教の大意』)  

5 Nishida Kitaro 西田幾多郎 (Reading from An Inquiry into the Good / 『善の研究』) 

6 Nishitani Keiji 西谷啓治 (Reading from Religion and Nothingness / 『宗教とは何か』)  

  

CONFUCIANISM 儒学 

7. Overview of Neo-Confucianism 

8. Ogyu Sorai (Reading from "Philosophical Masterworks" 『弁道』)   

9. Watsuji Tetsuro 和辻哲郎 (Reading from Rinrigaku / 『倫理学』)  

 

MODERNITY 近代性 

10. Fukuzawa Yukichi 福沢諭吉 (Reading from "An Outline of a Theory of Civilization" 文明論之概略) 

11. Karatani Kojin 柄谷行人 (Reading from "Origins of Modern Japanese Literature" / 『日本近代文学の起源』)   

12. Karatani Kojin 柄谷行人 (Reading from "The Structure of World History"『世界史の構造』)   

13. Tanabe Hajime 田辺元(Reading from "Philosophy as Metanoetics" 『懺悔道としての哲学』)    

14 Kyoto School video  

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

 

30% attendance and participation 

70% final semester essay 

(excessive absence leads to failure) 

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Texts will be provided  

 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 114 (Sociology) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Philosophical and Religious Traditions of Japan  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Rossa  O Muireartaigh 
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(Course Description) 

Course Outline (Main Theme): 

This course will enable students to explore contemporary social and culture issues in Japan using the English language. It 
aims to encourage critical thinking through analysis of Japanese pop culture media and practices, including TV programmes, 
manga and anime, magazines, sport, fashion, and so on. Students will have the opportunity to study the media and pop 
culture texts of most interest to them. 

For Japanese students, it also aims to improve their English skills through engagement with English written texts and 
international students. 

 

Teaching Method: 

Students will prepare for each week by doing short readings or viewings in English, as well as their own independent 
research on upcoming topics. In the online group session (using Zoom) they will join in discussion activities before listening 
to a short lecture (lecture may be in on-demand video form). They will then expand their critical inquiry into the topic by 
further independent study activities, including their own research. This will be shared in short writing/video assignments and 
form posts in which students can formalize their ideas*. 

 

*Final class date will be different for 4-year degree students, who have a 15-week semester. International 1-year programme 
students will be leaving two weeks earlier after Week 13. 

 

This semester the course will be conducted online using a mixture of methods: 

1) Real-time video/audio sessions: Students and teacher will join a Zoom group at the beginning of each class. We will have 
some discussions about the class topic and the upcoming assignments. 

2) On-demand lectures: You can watch video/slideshow lectures in your own time, then do the follow-up assignments and 
upload them to the Classroom page. 

3) Independent study: As well as working on your own research, every week there will be a variety of readings, writing 
assignments or video homework (using the Flipgrid app) for you to complete by yourselves. You will upload your work to 
the Classroom page. 
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目標達成のための授業方法及び計画（Syllabus） 

Week 1 Orientation Introduction to the course and issues 

Needs assessment and guidance for online learning 

Week 2 Why study pop culture? What media can tell us about a culture 

Week 3 Unit 1: Gender Gender and manga 

Week 4 Unit 1: Gender Gender and television 

Week 5 Unit 1: Gender Gender and sport / fashion 

Week 6 Unit 2: Sexuality Sexuality and manga 

Week 7 Unit 2: Sexuality Sexuality and television 

Week 8 Midterm activity       Short individual video on pop culture and gender/sexuality 

Week 9 Unit 3: Nationality Ethnicity in Japanese media 

Week 10 Unit 3: Nationality Representations of Japaneseness in foreign media / foreignness in Japanese media 

Week 11 Unit 3: Nationality Cool Japan and the Olympics 

Week 12 The future of Japanese pop culture Pop culture developments post-2020 / preparation for final activity 

Week 13 Final activity 1 Presentations of final research (priority for international students) 

Week 14  Final Activity 2  Presentation session 2 

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Active participation (Zoom sessions, forum posts/comments): 20% 

Continuous assessment: 30% 

Midterm activity (introduction video to topic of interest): 10% 

Final activity (research presentation on topic of choice): 40% 

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

  

Instructor’s own material  

 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 201 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Contemporary Issues in Japan: Pop Culture  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Glasspool Lucy 
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(Course Description) 

How does the media construct images of Japan in the eyes of non-Japanese? And how do these images 
change once they spend some time in Japan? This class will focus on both Japanese and foreign commercials 
and public service announcements on TV and the Internet. Building on Japanese Pop Culture through Media 
(Theme I), and working together with native-speakers of Japanese, students will have a chance to contrast 
Japanese and foreign treatments of the selected topics. Students will also examine what the “authors” are 
trying to sell or to conceal, and whether or not a different target culture would require a different treatment. 
The focus of the class will also shift away from mere critical analysis toward the creation of culturally effective 
messages by the students. 

As a project, students will be required to make their own videos outside the class. These will be published on 
the web for fun and further discussion in class. The process of creating is as important as the final product. 
Computer skills are not required but will be taught on an individual basis. Classes will be taught bilingually in 
English and Japanese with encouragement to use students’ target language. Students are to spend 180 
minutes for preparation and review for each class.  
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Tentative topics: 

1. Guidance and Introduction 

2. Animals 

3. War and Conflict 

4. Humor 

5. Money and Finance 

6. Environment 

7. Disability 

8. Anime and Manga 

9. Brainstorm and Grouping 

10. Project Stage 1 

11. Project Stage 2 

12. Reflection, Self-evaluation 

13. Quiz 

14. Final Presentation 

 

   As a project students will be required to make their own videos outside the class. Those will be published 

on the web for fun and further discussion in class. The process of creating is as important as the final 

product. Computer skills are not required but will be taught on individual basis. Classes will be taught 

bilingually in English and Japanese with encouragement to use students’ target language. 

 

    The international students will meet online on Zoom using the link below. Japanese students will meet 

online the first, second, and fourteenth classes, but other times you will meet in the classroom. This class 

will meet on the site below, not on Google Classroom. 

    Install or update to the latest version of Zoom. This is very important. If you are using Zoom for the first 

time, it is a good idea to test Zoom at the link below. Use a computer, not a smartphone or tablet. Use also 

a headphone with a microphone. In class you will be asked to turn on the video. Answer the pre-class 

questionnaire below two days before the class. Check your NUFS Gmail (~@st.nufs.ac.jp) every day. You 

may receive important emails. 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 207 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Japanese Pop Cultures through Media: Focus on Commercials (Theme II) 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Kunihiko Harada 



 

 

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

 

- Class participation 20% 

- Quiz 20% 

- Field trip on weekend 20% (if not canceled due to COVID-19) 

- Final project 40%  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

 

Teaching material 

http://2022.mediaenglish.org/ 

Bring all handouts to class every time including PC login info. 

 

Instructor 

Kunihiko Harada 
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(Course Description) 

今学期（2021年2期）は全てオンライン授業、Google Classroomを通して！ This semester will be 

conducted entirely online, via Google Classroom! 

In this course students will a) become familiar with a handful of representative literary works from the pre-
Meiji, Meiji, Taishō, Shōwa, and Heisei periods, b) develop critical skills, c) improve their writing, d) increase 
their knowledge of Japanese culture, history, and literature, and e) grow accustomed to expressing their 
ideas in a class discussion setting. 

 

Attendance: Regular attendance is required. Pop quizzes will be given regularly. 

The Class: I will begin each class will some prefatory remarks about the assigned reading. In general, my 
remarks will be limited to general historical and literary context (i.e., the “background stuff” you need to know 
in order to appreciate the text), as I prefer to let students develop and share their own ideas and 
interpretations. 

 

Group Discussions: Following my short lecture, students will break up into groups of three to five students 
(depending on class size) and discuss for 20-30 minutes their assigned question(s). Following this, one 
member from each group will take turns presenting their answers to the entire class. Students are free to 
challenge or question the presenter. 

 

Two Short Essays: You will submit three short essays at various points in the semester. See “Short Essay 
Instructions” (on Moodle) for details. 

 

Office Hours: Bldg 2, Floor 5. Thursday 3rd period. Email in advance! 

 

Language: Readings, discussions, quizzes, and essays will all be in English. While knowledge of Japanese 
is not a prerequisite for enrollment in the class, students are encouraged to read the stories in the original as 
well. Japanese students may submit their assignments/essays in Japanese. 

 

Net Sources: In recent years the Internet has become an invaluable resource for the study of Japanese 
literature. I expect students to use online sources such as Aozora Bunko, JSTOR, CiNii, and Project Muse. 
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Students will read representative texts of modern Japanese literature while learning the methods of 

literary/historical research, critical thinking, and academic writing. 

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Grading: Attendance, Class Participation, Pop Quizzes: 40%. Final short essay & assignment: 50%. 

Participation: 10%. 

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Assigned Texts: You do not have to purchase any book for this class. All assigned stories—both the original 

Japanese and the English translation—will be distributed via Moodle, as PDF files. 

 

Study Guides: There is a study guide (on Moodle) for each of the assigned readings. Bring the study guides 

to class. I expect students to use the study guides as they are reading the stories. Group discussions will 

proceed from the problems/questions raised in these guides.  

 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 209 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Introduction  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Ryan Morrison 



 

 

 

授業概要
じゅぎょうがいよう

、学習
がくしゅう

⽬
もく

標
ひょう

 

(Course Description) 

This course is multi-disciplinary in structure. Starting with a study of what is meant by “Culture”, including 
"Popular" and "Visual Culture", this course will proceed onto studying Japanese manga from multiple 
perspectives such as historical, literary and media studies. This course will be addressing the historical 
development of manga in Japan, starting with its antecedents in the 12th century up to the present day. The 
course will also discuss the different genres of manga, addressing their themes and developments over the 
years. It will then move onto looking at theories on how to read and analyze a manga text. As anime and 
manga have a synergistic relationship, this course will be discussing anime interchangeably with manga at 
times and will also include anime viewing as practice for thematic discussion and analyses. In today’s 
increasingly globalized world, manga and anime are no longer restricted to Japan, but have become an 
extremely influential medium internationally as well. Therefore, this course will also look at the globalization of 
manga and anime and see how these cultural products have been received by audiences, both domestic and 
international. Finally, this course will be conducted in the target language, giving the students ample 
opportunity to critically analyze texts and debate in English. 

 

Note: Both spring and autumn semesters will aim at addressing manga and anime from different perspectives. 
However, some classes may differ between the two semesters contingent upon the need to expand more on 
a certain topic and the interests of the students.   
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This course will be a mixture of lectures, student presentations and class discussions. It will utilize "Active 

Learning Methods" to aid the students in their learning. Therefore, while the lecturer will introduce the topics 

in the classes, the students are highly encouraged to actively participate as well. 

 

This participation can be in the form of a “Flipped Classroom” where the students will be asked to read a text 

before the class, and during the class the students can deepen their understanding through practice. This 

practice would be in the form of analyzing a manga in the classroom or having a critical discussion. 

 

At the beginning of a class, a small review session will be held where the contents of the previous class will 

be reviewed. If a text was assigned for post-class reading, then that will also be addressed. The students are 

encouraged to deepen their understanding of the topics being covered by participating in discussions on the 

assigned texts, whether it be in the form of a comment or a query. 

 

The students are also asked to give short presentations in the class. The students can present on any of the 

topics covered in the class or any of the readings assigned. At the end of the course, the students are asked 

to submit a paper or a project they completed. The paper can be regarding any topic of their choosing, given 

it is addressing manga/anime in some way. They can also make their own manga regarding any topic of 

their choosing. The drawing ability of the students will not be graded but rather their ability to utilize concepts 

about manga creation learned within the class and to put across a message or address an issue through this 

medium. 

 

Note: All target language (English) classes 

 

Class Structure 

1. Introduction to the course and learning about 'Culture'       

2. Understanding 'Popular Culture'        

3. History of Japanese Manga        

4. Genres of Manga         

5. Reading a Manga: Introduction to Comic Theory       

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 211 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Studies in Japanese Popular Culture – A look at Manga and Anime 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Sharmishtha Singh Rawat 



 

 

6. Reading a Manga: Theory & Practice (Shounen and Shoujo Manga)  

7. Reading a Manga: Theory & Practice (Seinen and Josei Manga)  

8. Student Presentations 

9. Student Presentations Continued (if required) 

10. Analyzing Manga: Context and Messaging 

11. Anime Viewing (Movie TBD)     

12. Cultural Globalization and Globalized Manga  

13. Who is an Otaku? 

14. Final student presentations  

15. Review of seminar contents and final discussions    

16. None   

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

1. In-class participation = 30% 

2. Student presentations = 30% 

3. Final term paper or project = 40% 

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

None 

 
  



 

 

 

授業概要
じゅぎょうがいよう
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がくしゅう
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もく

標
ひょう

 

(Course Description) 

This is an online survey course that focuses on modern Japanese literature written between 1868 and the 
present. Students will read translated texts and develop skills in reading modern Japanese literary prose 
through the readings of short stories. The selected works will provide students with a good background 
knowledge of modern Japanese society, and also serve to introduce some of the significant historical events 
that occurred in Japan during this time. 

 

Course goals: 

1. Students will be able to identify and describe major themes in modern Japanese literature. 

2. Students will become familiar with major Japanese authors in the modern era. 

3. Students will be able to place and evaluate modern Japanese literature in its social and historical contexts. 

4. Students will improve their ability to write a literary analysis and discuss the elements of a short story.   

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう

及
およ

び計画
けいかく

（Syllabus） 

This online course will include a combination of lectures, student presentations, films and discussions 

based on the assigned readings. In principle, all instruction will be done online using Zoom. Google 

Classroom will be utilized to manage homework, quizzes and assignments, and a website called Flipgrid 

may be used for sharing videos. 

 

Lectures will cover topics relevant to the assigned readings. During the lectures I will ask students to 

answer questions and make comments. Students need to prepare for class by reading all of the the 

assigned material. For most readings, reading comprehension questions and questions for class discussion 

will be assigned in advance. Before class, students should write out their responses to the questions. 

 

All students will be responsible for making one PowerPoint presentation on an assigned topic during the 

semester.   

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Class participation and discussion                                                               15% 

PowerPoint presentation (1)                                                                         25% 

Homework/Reading comprehension and vocabulary quizzes                      40% 

Short reaction papers(2)                                                                               20%  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

The Penguin Book of Japanese Short Stories 
Edited by Jay Rubin 
Penguin Classics 
978-0-241-31190-5  

 
  

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 212 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Introduction to Modern Japanese Literature 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Raymond Gordon Rees 
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(Course Description) 

This course is entitled “intercultural competence for college students in Japan" in which both Japanese 
students and exchange students study the subject in English. By completing this course successfully, 
students will learn the following points: 

1. what intercultural competence is and why we need it 

2. what culture is 

3. how we react to cultural difference 

4. how we define intercultural competence 

5. how we develop intercultural competence while at college 

6. what critical incidents are and how we can get the most out of them 

7. what the links between intercultural competence and career development 

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう

及
およ

び計画
けいかく

（Syllabus） 

This course will be conducted in-person in Nisshin campus throughout the semester. Students will learn 

several chosen intercultural competences by using the following steps: group discussion, reflective report 

writing on critical incidents, group sharing, and class sharing. In the middle of the semester and at the end 

of the semester, each student will present their final report to the class.   

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Weekly assignments (25%) 

Weekly quizzes (25%) 

Final report (15%) 

Active participation/group discussion (25%) 

Attendance (10%)  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Handouts  

 
  

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 213 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Intercultural competence for college students in Japan 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Shogo Sakurai 
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(Course Description) 

Japanese Culture Through Film 

 

This course, Japanese Culture Through Film, is intended to survey some of the major Japanese films and film directors. By 
examining some famous Japanese films, students will have opportunities to gain a deeper understanding of the Japanese 
people and their way of life, so that they can contrast and compare it with the culture they came from. The focus of the 
course will be on cultural analysis. However, students will not only gain broad knowledge of core aspects of Japanese 
culture, but they will also be encouraged to think about cinematography and filmmaking. Every 3-4 weeks we will watch and 
discuss a new film. 

 

This online course will include a combination of brief lectures, films, student presentations and discussion based on the 
assigned readings. In principle, this course will be taught online using Zoom. We will also utilize Google Classroom to 
manage classwork and a website called Flipgrid to record and share videos and audio files. Students will spend each class 
period watching part of a film and discussing with the teacher, and each other, assigned readings and cultural phenomena 
depicted in the film. Weekly quizzes will be administered to check student understanding of film content and assigned 
readings. 

 

The flowing broad themes will be discussed in class: 

 

1. Samurai ideals and realities 

2. Japanese family dynamics 

3. Japanese comedy 

4. Japanese education system 

5.  Religion in Japan 

6. Japanese animation 

7. Japanese folklore/horror 

8. Employment and corporate life in Japan  

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう

及
およ

び計画
けいかく

（Syllabus） 

Week 1-    Akira Kurosawa         (Guidance and course instruction) 

Week 2-    Akira Kurosawa          Quiz #1                                         

Week 3-    Akira Kurosawa          Quiz #2                                       

Week 4-    Akira Kurosawa          Quiz #3    Submit essay #1 

Week 5-    Masaki Kobayashi      Quiz #4               

Week 6-    Masaki Kobayashi    Quiz #5 

Week 7-    Yojiro Takita                Quiz #6   Submit essay #2      (Alternative ending creative writing assignment) 

Week 8-  Yojiro Takita               Quiz #7 

Week 9-    Yojiro Takita                Quiz#8 

Week 10-   Kiyoshi Kurosawa       Quiz #9                 

Week 11-   Kiyoshi Kurosawa       Quiz#10 

Week 12-   Kiyoshi Kurosawa       Student presentations 

Week 13-   Masayuki Suo       

Week 14-   Masayuki Suo     In-class writing assignment  (Essay #3)        

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Evaluation criteria: 

 

Regular attendance/Participation in class discussions:                                        10% 

Short essays/papers (3)                                                                                        30% 

Presentation                                                                                                          30% 

Weekly quizzes and homework on class readings and film content                     30%  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

武士道 Bushido: The Soul of Japan【日英対訳】 (対訳ニッポン双書) 

IBCパブリッシング (May 26, 2008) 

978-4896846928  

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 214 (Culture) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Japanese Culture Through Film  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Raymond Gordon Rees 



 

 

 

 

授業概要
じゅぎょうがいよう

、学習
がくしゅう

⽬
もく

標
ひょう

 

(Course Description) 

In this course, first of all, we will grasp linguistic features in Japanese and Chinese languages.   

Next, we will explore language contact that emerged between Chinese and Japanese languages and what it has brought to 
both sides historically. 

 

Students will be asked to read texts before every class.  A presentation will be the most important task in this course so that 
you need to find and select proper materials for your presentation and demonstrate convincingly your findings and opinion.   

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう

及
およ

び計画
けいかく

（Syllabus） 

This course will consist of lectures, students' presentations and discussions. 

In the half part of the class, we will look through a topic based on material given in advance.  In the latter part, we will 

discuss it and pick up significant points.   

Then, students will research them by themselves as reviewing work for a future presentation. 

 

In the second part of this course, we will have (a) student(s)'s presentation and we will discuss it. 

(However, the content of the course may vary, according to needs assessment.) 

 

※The first, second and fourteenth lectures will be online (by zoom), while all the remaining lectures will be taught face-to-

face at the Nisshin campus. 

 

Week 1: Orientation.  Introduction to this course. (Online) 

Week 2: Basic information on the languages in Japan – Japanese and minority languages – (Online) 

Week 3: Basic information on the languages in China – Chinese and minority languages – 

Week 4: The impact of the Chinese language upon the Japanese language 1 – Chinese characters –  

Week 5: The impact of the Chinese language upon the Japanese language 2 – Pronunciation – 

Week 6: The impact of the Chinese language upon the Japanese language 3 – Review of Chinese characters and 

Vocabulary – 

Week 7: The impact of the Chinese language upon the Japanese language 4 – Review of Pronunciation and Grammar – 

Week 8: The impact of the Chinese language upon the Japanese language 4 – Summary – 

Week 9: Presentation and discussion 1 

Week 10: Presentation and discussion 2 

Week 11: Presentation and discussion 3 

Week 12: Presentation and discussion 4 

Week 13: Presentation and discussion 5 

Week 14: Presentation and discussion 6 (Online) 

Week 15: Course review  

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Attendance and participation 50% 

 

Presentation 50%   

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Reading materials and handouts will be distributed in PDF files.     

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 221 (Language) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
China and Japan: Language  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Kazue Iwase 



 

 

 

 

授業概要
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(Course Description) 

Some basic exercises related to interpreting and translation (e.g. shadowing or revising texts using ‘Plain 
English’) may be introduced, however no Japanese proficiency is required to enroll in the course. Students 
will be expected to read portions of relevant literature, conduct individual and/or group research and present 
their findings in class, participate actively in group discussions and submit a final term paper or to give a final 
presentation (depending on the number of enrolled students) to successfully complete the course. 

 

Google Classroom will be used in this course. Therefore, students will need to access Google Classroom 
using their NUFS Gmail accounts. Students need to contact the instructor in order to obtain the access code. 

 

Students may be given short assignments (such as question forms or "reaction papers") or quizzes after each 
class to check their understanding of the class's content. 

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう

及
およ

び計画
けいかく

（Syllabus） 

01. Introduction to the Course: goals, schedule, evaluation and rules (via Zoom) 

02. Basic concepts and paradigms in Interpreting and Translation Studies: Equivalence (Part I) (via Zoom) 

03. Equivalence (Part II): Nida's formal and dynamic equivalence  

04. Equivalence in the legal interpreting context  

05. Assignment and Class Discussion: Equivalence  

06. Multi- and trans-disciplinary nature of Public Interest Interpreting and Translation: Forensic Linguistics and 

other relevant fields of research  

07. Introduction to the legal system in Japan (Part I: the investigative stage)  

08. Introduction to the legal system in Japan (Part II: the bilingual courtroom)  

09. Introduction to the legal system in Japan (Part III: prisons and other correctional facilities)  

10. The Role of the Court Interpreter and the Issue of ‘Literal Translation’  

11. The Global Role of English / Suspects and Defendants with Lower Proficiency in the Language of Interpreting 

12. Assignment and Class Discussion: Plain Language in Court Proceedings  

13. Student Presentations I 

14. Student Presentations II (via Zoom)  

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Final Presentation or Term Paper (50%), Assignments (40%), Class Participation (10%)  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 
Handouts and reading material provided by the instructor. 

 
  

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title） Japan Studies 222 (Language) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Introduction to Community Interpreting and Translation in Japan: Focus on the Legal Setting 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Marszalenko Jakub Eryk 
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(Course Description) 

This course introduces the basics of Japanese linguistics. By taking this course, students will become familiar 
with the following aspects of Japanese linguistic properties and be able to understand the unique 
characteristics of each by comparing with the ones of their native language. 

 

1. Introduction (typology, dialects, sound system, and writing system) 

2. Lexicon 

3. Grammatical foundations 

4. Major clause types 

5. Clause linkage 

6. Pragmatics 

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう
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び計画
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（Syllabus） 

This course will be conducted in-person in Nisshin campus throughout the semester. Students are expected 
to read assigned material before coming to the class, take weekly quizzes, participate in class/group 
discussion, and take the final exam at the end of the semester. 
 
The detailed syllabus will be handed out in the first class meeting.    

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Weekly quizzes (20%) 

Active participation (15%) 

Homework (15%) 

Final Exam (40%) 

Attendance (10%)  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Handouts  

 
  

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 223 (Language) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Introduction to Japanese Linguistics 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Shogo Sakurai 
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(Course Description) 

《Course Description》 

● There is no doubt that the root of modern Japanese culture is Japanese traditional culture. Deepening 

knowledge in traditional Japan is surely essential for understanding Japan and Japanese culture now. In order 
to recognize the uniqueness of Japan in the world, we should start with comparing and evaluating Japan seen 
from outside and Japan seen from inside. 

● The first half of the semester will be lectures and discussions on the history and uniqueness of Japanese 

traditional arts and cultures. The second half of the semester will be hands-on practices of Japanese traditional 
dance (by the grand master of Nishikawa-ryu school), traditional drum (by Ooharu Taiko Owari Ichiza), and 
Shamisen: three-stringed Japanese lute (by the master Kineya Santaro). 

 

《Approaches)》 

The course will use the active learning approach, whereby students are expected to engage actively in 
activities rather than being taught in a passive manner. It will take as interactive a form as possible through: 

(1)  Lectures on Japanese traditional performing arts in various aspects. 

(2)  Hands-on practices by the leading performer of Japanese traditional dance and music. 

(3)  Submission of assignments and reflection paper.  

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう
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（Syllabus） 

 

【!!IMPORTANT!!】 

In JSC902 students will experience hands-on training on Japanese traditional dance, drums, and shamisen 

from well-known professional performers during the latter half of the semester. Because of this design of the 

course, it is only possible to conduct the class face to face after Week 7. It is still not clear when exchange 

students will be able to come to Japan, but we would like to keep the possibility for them to join the class until 

the last minute and set the special procedure as shown below. Students who are interested in taking this class 

must abide by the following instructions carefully. 

 

① The limit in class capacity is 15 students. 

② When the registration period starts, students must register themselves into the course online. 

③ All registered students must attend the class on April 12th (Tue) from 4:30pm JST via Zoom for the 

orientation. We will send an invitation to Google classroom to your NUFS email address a few days before the 

semester starts. Zoom information will be there. Please access Zoom by the class starting time and get ready. 

④ Classes of Weeks 1, 2 and 14 will be conducted online via Zoom. Lectures from Week 3 (April 26th) till 

Week 6 (May 24th) will be available online via Zoom for students who cannot be in Japan. Once arrived at 

NUFS, they must attend the class on campus with other students. 

⑤ The hands-on training which is only possible face to face will start from Week 7 (May 31st) Students who 

are not on campus by then cannot continue attending the class. That means they cannot fulfill the attendance 

requirement to maintain more than 2/3 of the attendance during the semester and will automatically receive 

“D (Fail)” grade. 

⑥ Consider the consequence described in ⑤ carefully and decide if you would like to take this class on your 

own responsibility. The registration period will end during the last week of April (the date will be announced 

later) and students cannot withdraw from classes once the registration is ended for any reason. 

 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 902 (Special Course) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Japan through Japanese Traditional Performing Arts  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Hiroko Tokumoto 



 

 

《Class Schedule》 

1 【Zoom】Orientation 

2 【Zoom】Relationship between religion and Japanese traditional performing arts: Buddhism, Shintoism & 

Confucianism 

3 Japanese traditional way of thinking about honor and courtesy: Philosophy underlying Japanese traditional 

arts 

4 Japanese traditional accomplishments: tea ceremony, flower arrangements, calligraphy, Bushido 

5 Japanese traditional play and music: Noh, Kyogen, Kabuki, Bunraku 

6 Japanese traditional face expressions and outfits : Masks, make-up, stage settings ⇒ Reflection on the 

first half of the semester 

7 Japanese traditional drum: introduction: by Ooharu Taiko Owari Ichiza 

8 Japanese traditional dance: introduction by the grand master of Nishikawa-ryu school 

9 Japanese traditional dance: practice by the grand master of Nishikawa-ryu school 

10 Japanese traditional drum: practice: by Ooharu Taiko Owari Ichiza 

11 Shamisen: three-stringed Japanese lute: introduction: by the master Kineya Santaro 

12 Shamisen: three-stringed Japanese lute: practice: by the master Kineya Santaro 

13 Performance presentation (dance, drum and Shamisen) 

14 【Zoom】Reflection paper  

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Performance practice: 50% 

Reflection paper:   40% 

Class participation:  10%   

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

None  
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(Course Description) 

《Course Description》 

(1) This course deals with Japan seen from the world’s perspective and the world seen from the perspective of Japan. 
Depending on one’s personal views or their idiosyncratic situation, the way one sees the world largely differs. In the 
increasingly interconnected globalized economy and large-scale information flow, one’s culture and religion, ethnicity, 
customs and other elements forming humans’ identity undergo significant changes. 

(2) In this global age we are forced to decide on how we see the world and our role in it. By adopting the journalist 
approach, which sees the world from multiple and critical perspectives, this course takes a glance on the Japanese society 
and world issues as brought to us by the Japanese mass media. 

(3) The course ends with students working to investigate and research a certain topic, which will then be published as a 
signed article in the University’s English-language newspaper, The NUFS Times. Students will therefore learn how to view 
their role in the world by engaging with it through the media. 

 

《Approaches》 

(1) It is not clear when exchange students will arrive in Japan this semester. Therefore, this class will be offered online 
using Zoom for exchange students who cannot come to Japan in time. 

(2) We use Google classroom for downloading and uploading materials and assignments. We will send an invitation to 
Google classroom to your NUFS email address a few days before the semester starts. Zoom information will be there. 
Please access Zoom by the class starting time and get ready. Details will be explained during the first class. 

 

(3) The course will use the active learning approach, whereby students are expected to engage actively in given 
assignments rather than being taught in a passive manner. 

(4) Instructors will provide students with an analysis and an overview of the Japanese media and the journalistic 
perspective, thus raising questions for students to explore. 

(5) Students will engage in practical learning, by producing an article to the University’s English-language newspaper, The 
NUFS Times. 

(6) Domestic and exchange students will work together in order to select, investigate and research the topic for their 
article, and engage in planning and producing it. 

(7) Students will present findings of their investigation and research.   

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう
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（Syllabus） 

Week   Class activity 

1 【Zoom】Orientation 

2 【Zoom】Lecture: The journalistic approach to tackling and presenting issues How to write newspaper articles: rules 

⇒ article proposal sheet 

3  Feedback on proposal sheet ⇒ Deciding the topics and research plans 

4  Report the research progress ⇒ Deadline to change topics 

5  Guest speaker: What is a journalist through eyes of a foreign correspondent 

6  Report the research and interview results 

7  Feedback on the 1st draft of the article 

8  Report the additional research and interview results 

9  Feedback on the 2nd draft of the article 

10   Feedback on the 3rd draft of the article 

11   Finish the article 

12   Design the newspaper (space arrangement, photos, etc.) ⇒ Editing 

13   Finish editing & proofreading ⇒ to the printing company 

14 【Zoom】Reflection   

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Newspaper articles: 80% 

Class participation: 20% 

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

None 

 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 903 (Special Course) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Japanese Society and World through Media  

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Hiroko Tokumoto 
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(Course Description) 

This course is for students who want to experience calligraphy and learn how Japanese writing system – 
Hiragna, Katakana and Kanji were developed. 

No prior knowledge of Japanese is required. 

We will start writing very simple strokes in order to introduce the basis of calligraphy. 

Students are required to purchase their own brushes, ink and calligraphy papers. 

 

【!!IMPORTANT!!】 

The main component of JSC904 is the hands-on practical training on Calligraphy and it is only possible to 
conduct the class face to face. 

It is still not clear when exchange students will be able to come to Japan, but we would like to keep the 
possibility for them to join the class until the last minute and set the special procedure as below. Students who 
are interested in taking this class must abide by the following instructions carefully. 

① The class capacity is 7 students. 

② When the registration period starts, students must register themselves into the course online. 

③ Registered students will receive an invitation to Google Classroom where the class Zoom information will 

be provided. All registered students must attend the class on April 13th (Wed) from 3pm JST via Zoom for the 
orientation. 

④ The hands-on training which is only possible face to face will start from Week 3 (April 27). Students who 

are not on campus by then cannot continue attending the class. 

⑤ In the case of ④, withdraw yourself online before the registration period ends on your own responsibility. 

Once the registration period ends, students cannot withdraw from classes for any reason and will automatically 
receive “D (Fail)” grade.  

⽬標
もくひょう

達成
たっせい

のための 

授業
じゅぎょう

⽅法
ほうほう

及
およ

び計画
けいかく

（Syllabus） 

Week 1   【Zoom】Orientation, An introduction of history of Japanese letters 

Week 2   【Zoom】Basic strokes 1 - How to write with brush 

Week 3    Basic strokes 2 - Writing your names 

Week 4    Katakana Basic - Relationship with Hiragana 

Week 5    Katakana – Writing words 

Week 6    Test 1 (Katakana) 

Week 7    Kanji Basic - Relationship with Hiragana and Katakana 

Week 8    Kanji - Writing words 

Week 9    Test 2 (Kanji)  

Week 10   Hiragana Basic - Summary of development of Japanese letter 

Week 11   Hiragana - Writing words 

Week 12   Test 3 (Hiragana) 

Week 13   Kana & Kanji mixed - Typical Japanese writing forms 

Week 14   Test 4 (Kana & Kanji mixed)  

成績評価基準
せいせきひょうかきじゅん

 

(Evaluation Criteria) 

Class performance： 40% 

Tests：       60%  

使⽤教科書
しようきょうかしょ

 

(Textbooks) 

Handouts and samples will be provided by the instructor.  

 

開講年度学期
かいこうねんどがっき

 

（Year/Semester） 
2022 Spring Semester 

科⽬名
かもくめい

（Course Title）  Japan Studies 904 (Special Course) 

サブタイトル 

(Course Subtitle） 
Oriental Traditional Writing Culture - Calligraphy (Section A) 

教員
きょういん

⽒名
し め い

（Instructor） Hiroko Tokumoto 


